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YOUTH  EVANGELISM  CHALLENGE 


MUSIC  AT  CHALLENGE  —  Bethany  Ban  Phillips  ofTuscaloosa,  Al.,  and  hsr  band  perform 
Dec.  27  at  the  Youth  Evangelism  Challenge  in  AE.  Wood  Coliseum  on  the  campus  of  Missis¬ 
sippi  College  in  Clinton.  Event  organizers  at  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board,  which 
sponsored  the  event  through  the  Mississippi  Cooperative  Program,  estimated  the  crowd  for 
the  two-day  event  at  1,200,  with  37  professions  of  faith.  (Photo  by  William  H.  Perkin  Jr.) 

Miss.  Baptist  youth  gather 
to  hear  Gospel  challenge 

Du  lAltlliem  U  - *-« - I- 

Dy  William  ^wiwlile  sew. 

Editor 

More  than  1,200  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptist  youth  thrilled  to 
the  high  wire  act  of  The  Plying 
Walleudas  aerial  performance 
troupe  and  evangelists  Gary 
Fermenter  and  Bryant  Bust) 
taught  from  the  Word  at  the 
Youth  Evangelism  Challenge 
Dec.  27-28  in  AE.  Wood  Coli¬ 
seum  on  the  campus  of  Missis¬ 
sippi  College  in  Clinton. 

Bethany  Barr  Phillips  of 
Tuscaloosa  and  her  band  pro¬ 
vided  music  and  worship  for 
the  annual  event,  which  is 
sponsored  by  the  Evangelism 
Department  of  the  Mississip- 

Fm Judu!  high  ABOVE  -  Tino  Wsltenda  and  his  daughter  of  the 
sipoi  Cooperative  Program.  fsmfius  'The  Flying  Wallendas'  aerial  performance  family 
^We  were  pleased  with  the  <KSpia>,  perfect  balance  high  above  the  crowd  on  Dec.  27  at 
attendance  -  there  was  a  er»*i  ^the  Youth-Evangelism  Challenge  in  AE.  Wood  Coliseum  on 
crowd  in  the  coliseum  -  and  the  the  campus  of  Mississippi  College  in  Clinton.  Tino,  a  commit- 
result  was  at  least  37  profes-  ted  Christian  and  grandson  of  troupe  founder  Kart  Wallenda. 
si  on  of  faith  and  a  number  of  shared  his  testimony  and  Christian  walk  with  the  1,200  at- 
other  decisions,”  said  Don  Lum,  tendeee  at  the  conference.  (Photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 
MBCB  evangelism  director. 

Permenter  is  president  The  focal  points  of  this  year’s  sible  for  planning  and  impie 
of  Gary  Permenter  Minis-  YEC  were  to  equip  Christian  men  ting  the  YEC  program  esc! 
tries,  Inc.,  in  Columbus.  Bry-  students  to  reach  their  peers  year,  includes: 
ant  Bush  is  an  evangelist  and  and  to  train  them  to  use  the  new  ■  Shannon  Slaver  (co-chair 
Christian  musician  naaed  in  evangelism  material  produced  man),  youth  minister  at  Fin 
Montgomery,  Al.  by  the  MBCB  Youth  Evangelism  Church,  Laurel. 

“The  greatest  mission  fields  Committee,"  Lum  said.  - 

in  America  today  are  junior  The  Youth  Evangelism  Com-  cmall*no€  on  p  < 


The  focal  points  of  this  year’s 
YEC  were  to  equip  Christian 
students  to  reach  their  peers 
and  to  train  them  to  use  the  new 
evangelism  material  prodnead 


high  and  senior  high  campuses. 


Committee,-  Lum  said. 

The  Youth  Evangelism  Com¬ 
mittee,  which  is  also  respon¬ 


sible  for  planning  and  imple¬ 
menting  tne  YEC  program  each 
year,  includes: 

■  Shannon  Skiver  (co-chair¬ 
man),  youth  minister  at  First 
Church,  Laurd. 
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Sudan  authorities 
kill  11  Christians, 
arrest  two  priests 


JUBA  South  Sudan  (BP)  - 

Heightened  religious  persecu¬ 
tion  in  the  African  nation  of 
Sudan  indudes  government 
bombings  that  have  killed  at 
least  11  Christians  and  the  ar¬ 
rest  of  two  Coptic  Orthodox 
priests  for  baptizing  a  convert 
from  Islam,  Morning  Star  News 
has  reported. 

The  Sudanese  government 
dropped  numerous  bombs  in 
multiple  Christian  villages  in 
the  last  days  of  2012,  killing 
young  and  old,  wounding  oth¬ 
ers,  and  decimating  property, 
according  to  reports  bv  Morn¬ 
ing  Star  News,  a  California- 
based  nonprofit  media  outlet 
foggdad  last  year  to  report 
on  persecution  of  Christians 
worldwide. 

The  attacks  reportedly  left 
ethnic  Nub*  ChrtUiami  quea- 


allow  the  Lutheran  Church  of 
Sudan  to  record  a  Christmas 
message  for  its  traditional  tele¬ 
vision  broadcast 

In  another  development  re¬ 
ported  by  Morning  Star  News, 
Sudanese  security  forces  re- 


Unexpected 


|hristmas  is  the  season  of  surprises. 
I  hope  you  were  suiprised  this 
’year,  but  also  got  what  you  want- 


Guest  opinion 

with  David  Michel 


*2,103,665!  That  exceeds  the  goal  by 
more  than  one  hundred  thousand  doi- 
lars,  and  ends  a  four-year  decline  in 
giving  that  began  in  2008. 

We  celebrate  the  goodness  of  God  and 
the  generosity  of  benevers  in  partiripatini 
churches  all  across  our  state.  Thank  you 
for  your  faithfulness. 

Just  as  the  Apostle  Paul  was  surprised 
by  the  Macedonians'  generous  response 
to  his  sppeal  for  an  offering  in  the  New 
Testament  (2  Corinthians  8:1-7),  we 
should  be  surprised  by 
Mississippi  Baptists’ 


A  memorial  service 


According  to  The  Daily  Cam¬ 
era  newspaper  in  Boulder,  Co., 
hundreds  of  citizens  of  that  fail 
city  recently  turned  out  for  a 
memorial  service  to  mourn  the 
victim  of  a  police  shooting  and 
express  outrage  at  the  actions 
of  the  officers  involved. 

"He  was  part  of  the  neigh¬ 
borhood,*  resident  Bobby 
Brown  told  the  newspaper  in 
describing  the  victim.  ‘It’s 
sad  be  won’t  be  coming  back.* 

George  Pappageorge  observed. 

*1  know  a  lot  of  us  nave  had  a 
lot  of  anger,  a  lot  of  questions, 
a  lot  of  uncertainty,’  said  vigil 
organizer  Jim  Riemersma,  who  to  prison  for 
added,  *We  loved  him.  But  I  ing  a  defense 
think  he  loved  us,  too...* 

The  hymn.  Amazing  Grace, 
was  sung  at  the  candlelight 
service,  albeit  with  misquoted 
lyrics.  Mourners  brought  their 
children  and  dogs  to  see  the 


It’s  good  to  be  training,  and  croea-cultur- 
surphsed  by  God!  al  ministries  also  benefit 
He  reminds  us  that  from  state  mission  gifts. 

missions  IS  not  JUSt  provide  year-round 

8  OOllarS“0nCr*C©ntS  leadership  training  oppor- 
enterprise,  but  also  tunitks  as  well  as  exciting 
an  experience  of  His  residential  summer  expo- 

unexpected  presence 

among  US.  the  Cooperative  Program's 
little  sister  and  adds  value 
to  what  Mississippi  Baptists  are  doing 
together  in  missions,  Christian  education. 


story  of  the  Mapleton  Hill  bull 
elk  is  just  another  illustration 
of  just  how  insane  our  society 
has  become  and  how  brutally 
uncaring  we  have  become  to¬ 
ward  our  children.  Would  that 
the  people  of  Boulder,  as  well 
as  people  all  across  this  coun¬ 
try,  cared  as  much  about  the 
life  of  those  millions  of  human 
babies  as  they  do  about  the  life 
of  one  bull  elk. 

In  America,  a  person  can  go 
*  r  years  for  throw- 
seless  dog  from  a 
itomobile,  but  the 

_  who  crushes  the 

skull  of  a  human  baby  acci¬ 
dentally  bom  alive  during  a 
botched  abortion  is  applauded 
as  a  hero  of  the  Constitution. 


“Unexpected,*  for  the 
2012  Margaret  Lackey 
State  Mission  Offering,  it 
had  a  nice  ring  to  it  and 
the  supporting  text  from 
2nd  Corinthians  carried 
a  classic  biblical  appeal 
for  generous  giving,  but  I 
must  confess  that  I  had  no 
idea  it  would  result  in  the 
largest  state  mission  offer- 
ing  ever  given  in  Mississipi 


under  the  burden  of  stifling  unemploy¬ 
ment  and  dire  predictions  of  fiscal  col¬ 
lapse  from  Washington.  Mississippi  has 
never  ranked  high  m  wealth  among  the 
other  states.  Nevertheless,  Mississippi 


us  to  fulfill  the 


Great  Commission  appeal  of  Acts  1:8. 

The  theme  for  2013  state  mission  em¬ 
phasis  is  “UNLIMITED.*  Our  experience 
firm  last  year  should  give  us  confidence 
to  know  that  our  potential  for  effective 
ministry  in  Christ  is  UNLIMITED.  The 
Apostle  Peter  reminds  us  that  God’s 
manifold  grace  empowers  us  to  become 
generous  servants  m  His  Kingdom,  and 


reaches  to  all  generations 

praying  now  for  another 
n  of  His  UNLIMITED  grace 


p  campus  of  the 
Colorado  —  can 


we  thought  was 


man  babies  so  their  parts  can 
be  sold  on  the  open  market  for 
ghoulish  experiments. 

In  Mississippi,  learned 
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sophisticates  nitpick  eve  v 
word  of  a  Personbood  Amend¬ 
ment  and  celebrate  its  mrnat 
failure,  while  claiming  to  be 
pro-life  and  proudly  posting 
photographs  on-line  of  their 
privileged  children  and  grand- 


•People  live  here  because  we  children  who  were  allowed  the 
love  the  wildlife.*  Esther  Par-  chance  to  live, 
son  told  The  Daily  Camera.  “To  There's  something  wrong  in 
murder  an  animal  who  feels  Boulder,  and  there’s  somethin; 
like  he’s  part  of  the  neighbor-  wrong  in  America.  When  we 
hood  is  despicable.*  work  harder  to  memorialize  thi 

*He  was  a  beautiful  animal,*  life  of  an  animal  than  we  do  to 
Nancy  Platt  observed  in  the  save  the  lives  of  our  children, 
newspaper  article.  “He  was  we  are  lower  and  more  crazed 
hurting  nobody.  He  didn't  de-  than  even  the  people  of  Sodom 
serve  what  he  got.’  and  Gomorrah. 

With  the  looming  40th  an-  And  we  already  know  what 
niversary  of  the  dreadful  Rot  v.  happened  to  them. 
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Same  sex  marriage  supporters  seek  big  wins  in  2013 


need  a  mom  and  a  d$L 

"That’s  why  societies  throughout  histo¬ 
ry,  across  the  globe,  have  supported  mar¬ 
riage  and  protected  it  This  unique  insti¬ 
tution  binds  mothers  and  tethers  to  their 
children,  and  their  children  grow  up  in  a 
stable  home  that  leads  to  a  respectable  and 
productive  next  generation. 

We  understand  that  doesn’t  happen  al 
the  time,  but  that  is  the  ideal  and  govern¬ 
ment  has  the  duty  to  incentivize  and  sup¬ 
port  that  ideal’ 

Following  is  a  brief  look  at  the  four 
other  states  where  gay  marriage  bills 
could  be  considered: 

■  Delaware:  Democratic  Gov.  Jack 
Merkell  said  last  year  he  believes  same  sex 
marriage  is  “inevitable’  in  his  state.  He 


PROVIDENCE,  R.I.  (BP)  -  Same  sex 
marriage  supporters  enjoyed  landmark 
victories  in  2012  and  are  hoping  for  an 
even  bigger  win  at  the  U.S.  Supreme 
Court  tms  year,  but  in  the  meantime  po¬ 
litical  battles  are  brewing  in  at  least  six 
states  where  marriage  redefinition  bills 
likely  will  be  considered. 

Significantly,  all  six  have  governors  who 
appear  supportive  of  same  sex  marriage. 
3so,  die  November  2012  elections  saw 
same  sex  marriage  supporters  increase 
their  strength  in  the  state  legislatures. 

Leading  the  way  are  Illinois  and 


Six  States:  ni 

Gay  marriage  battles  in  2013 


Rhode  Island,  where  same  sex  marriage 
bills  are  being  pushed  and  potentially 
could  pass  within  weeks.  Other  states 
that  likely  will  consider  same  sex  mar¬ 
riage  bills  in  2013  are  Delaware,  Hawaii, 
New  Jersey,  and  Minnesota. 

Of  the  six  states,  aD  but  one  —  Minneso¬ 
ta  —  have  legalized  same-sex  civil  unions, 
which  grant  all  the  legal  benefits  of  mar¬ 
riage  minus  the  name. 

Nine  states  and  the  District  of  Colum¬ 
bia  recognize  gay  marriage,  while  30  states 
have  constitutional  amendments  defining 
marriage  as  between  one  man  and  one 
woman.  I  '  “  *  ■  I  *” 


irritative  gets  hundreds  of  calls  on  this  against  us,"  Plante  said, 
ue,  they  wul  take  note  Rhode  Island  is  the  only  New  England 

"That’s  particularly  what’s  going  to  state  where  same  sot  marriage  isnt  le^ 
ed  to  happen  in  Minnesota,  Illinois,  Del-  Plante  hopes  the  biU  can  be  killed  m  the 

rare  ana  Rhode  Island,  where  we’re  in  a  Senate,  where  Senate  President  M  Teresa 
'  Paiva  Weed  is  a  bill  opponent.  Also  oppos- 

In  Illinois,  a  same  sex  marriage  bill  ing  the  bill  is  Senate  Judiciary  Committee 
ssed  a  Senate  committee  in  the  final  chairman  Michael  J.  McCaffrey,  whose 


_ Last  November,  voters  in  three 

states  for  the  first  time  in  die  nation  en¬ 
dorsed  same  sex  marriage  directly  through 
their  ballots  when  Maine,  Maryland,  and 

Washington  state  approved  it  Earlier  ef-  - _  —  - 

forts  to  legalize  same  sex  marriage  had  come  to  a  vote  in  the  full  chamber  before 
come  through  legislation  or  judicial  fiat  the  session  ended.  With  Democrats  having 

Christ  Hante,  executive  director  of  increased  their  majorities  in  the  state  legU- 
the  National  Organization  for  Marriage  -  lature,  supporters  are  h<w 
Rhode  Island,  says  bills  in  each  of  the  up-  the  new  session  which  air 
coming  states  can  be  defeated,  but  it  will  Democrats  control  the 
require  voters  speaking  out  The  National  six  states  where  same  sex 
Organization  for  Marriage  has  played  a  key  considered.  Traditionalis 
role  in  defending  traditional  marriage  on  hoping  more  moderate 
the  state  level.  outeide  of  Chicago  can 

“In  all  of  these  places,  the  most  impor-  bin,  but  Democratic  Gov. 
tant  thing  is:  Are  voters  speaking  up?”  same  sea  marriage. 

Plante  toW  Baptist  Press.  "Are  people  of  In  Rhode  Island,  aj 
faith  calling  their  representatives  and  their  is  favored  to  pass  the  sti 
senators  in  their  statehouses  and  swing.  House  Speaker  Gordon 
Don’t  redefine  marriage.’  This  is  really  up  mosexuafsa^  1*  »  ■  I* 

^p^and^iif  money  coming 

Pastor  withdraws  from  inaugural  after  criticism 

WASHINGTON  (BPj  -  The  bib-  ^ S^S^foprS^d 
lical  standard  that  homosexual-  the  apostle  Paul  offered  in  1  Cor-  m  Baptists,  the  new  sta 

ity  is  sinful  has  once  again  placed  mtfaans6:n.  church  requires  a  license’  of  ei 

a  Christian  leader  under  public  Comments  homthe  lnauguniJ  ■  bracing  sexual  liberation  in  all 

scrutiny,  this  time  leading  to  the  committee  rast  doubt  *£ether  ■  forms’ 

cancellation  of  Atlanta  pastor  Giglio  s  withdrawal  was  full)  jol  ■  «•  LifeWay  Research  indicat 

Uane  Giglio’s  benediction  allies-  44%  of  .Americans  believe  V 


defensive  mode."  Paiva  Weed  is  a  bill  opponent  Also  oppos- 

In  Illinois,  a  same  sex  marriage  bffl  ing  the  bill  is  Senate  Judiciary  Committee  zombie  refv 

passed  a  Senate  committee  in  the  final  chairman  Michael  J.  McCaffrey,  whose  *“?**oiial  a 

davs  of  the  lame  duck  session  but  didn’t  committee  likely  will  consider  the  issue. 

Paiva  Weed  and  McCaffrey  are  Demo-  A  federal  wc 
crats  in  a  state  where  the  issues  don’t  al-  August  but  b 
ways  follow  political  lines.  °*  the  amei 

The  Catholic  Church’s  opposition  to  “BP****** * 
same  sex  marriage  has  been  critical  in  pre-  Tnats  becai 

_ venting  it  from  being  legalized  in  Rhode  define  mam 

is  being  Island  m  past  years,  Plante  said.  Support-  “fore  the  pc 

nois  are  ers  of  same  sex  marriage  tried  but  failed  to  traditional  s 

Its  from  defeat  McCaffrey  in  a  primary,  Plante  said,  quently  did. 

feat  the  Rhode  Island  Gov.  Lincoln  Chafee,  a  for-  That  mes 


over  sermon 


Church  that  he  leads,  Giglio  said 
his  inclusion  in  the  inaugural 
would  place  him  in  the  middle  of 
a  fight  not  of  his  choosing. 

“Due  to  a  message  of  mine  that 
has  surfaced  from  15-20  years 
ago,  it  is  likely  that  my  participa¬ 
tion,  and  the  prayer  I  would  offer, 
will  be  dwarfed  by  those  seeking 
to  make  their  agenda  die  focal 
point  of  the  inauguration,"  Giglio 
said.  “Clearly,  speaking  on  this  is¬ 
sue  has  not  been  in  the  range  of 
my  priorities  in  the  past  15  years. 
Instead,  my  aim  has  been  to  call 
people  to  ultimate  significance  as 
we  make  much  of  Jesus  Christ 
“Neither  I,  nor  our  team,  feel 
it  best  serves  the  core  message 
and  goals  we  are  seeking  to  ac¬ 
complish  to  be  in  a  fight  on  an 
issue  not  of  our  choosing,  thus  I 
respectfully  withdraw  my  accep¬ 
tance  of  the  President's  invita¬ 
tion,"  Giglio  said.  “1  will  continue 
to  pray  regularly  for  the  President, 

and  urge  the  nation  to  do  so.  I  will 

most  certainly  pray  for  him  on  In- 


ident  Obama's  2013  inaugural. 

Giglio  had  accepted  President 
Obama  s  invitation  to  deliver  the 
benediction  at  the  Jan.  21  inau¬ 
gural.  Obama  had  selected  Gigfio 
to  pray  at  the  inaugural  that  falls 
on  the  150th  anniversary  of  the 
Emancipation  Proclamation,  be¬ 
cause  of Giglio’s  campaign  to  end 


However,  Giglio  withdre 
from  the  program  Jan.  10  aft 
members  of  the  pro-homosexu 
community  complained  about 
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This  is  the  true  story  of  Dixie,  the 
runaway  dog,  though  the  name 
has  been  changed  so  as  to  pre¬ 
vent  further  trauma  to  the  precious 
pet.  Although  Dixie  was  not  the  smart¬ 
est  dog  that  has  ever  lived,  she  was 
deeply  loved  by  most  of  her  family.  In 
spite  of  her  limitations,  she  seemed  to 
have  one  significant  girt  and  that  was 
to  escape  from  wherever  she  was  being 
fenced  in.  It  was  just  a  few -days  before 
Christmas  when  a  tragedy  occurred. 
While  all  of  the  family  had  gone  off  to 
work  and  to  school,  Dixie  exercised  her 
gift  and  she  was  gone  again.  Now  she 
was  smart  enough  to  get  gone,  but  she 
was  not  bright  enough  to  know  how  to 
get  back  home.  This  escape  seemed  to 
be  her  final  one  because  she  had  been 

gone  for  hours  and  there  were  so  many 
usy  streets  and  highways  nearby. 

It  was  very  likely  that  she  had  been 
picked  up  and  carried  off  by  someone 
or  possibly  she  might  have  been  hit  by 
a  car.  So  the  family  was  braced  to  try 
and  deal  with  the  grief  and  sadness  of 
the  inevitable. 

Every  available  person  had  been  re¬ 
cruited  to  be  a  part  of  the  search  team 
and  be  on  the  lookout  for  Dixie.  A  door 
to  door  campaign  began  and  a  glim¬ 
mer  of  hope  was  discovered  as  one  of 
the  neighbors  had  seen  Dixie,  but  did 
not  know  who  she  was,  or  whose  she 
was,  and  did  not  know  what  to  do.  In 
fact,  Dixie  had  gone  into  her  house,  but 
when  the  lady  had  to  leave  she  knew 
nothing  else  to  do  but  let  the  dog  hack 
out  and  maybe  she  would  wander  back 
home.  Now  that  might  work  for  some 
dogs,  but  not  Dixie.  She  was  more  lost 
than  ever. 


Fstral,  executive  director-treaserer 
ipi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


The  Prodigal  Dog 


A  large  sign  was  placed  at  the  entry¬ 
way  of  the  neighborhood.  As  darkness 
came  no  word  nad  been  heard  from 
Dixie.  Then  the  phone  rang  and  a  call 
came  from  a  man  who  had  seen  the 
sign.  It  was  a  man  who  worked  for  a 
utility  company  and  he  and  a  friend 
had  met  Dixie  earlier  in  the  day.  She 
had  crossed  over  several  streets  and 
roads  and  made  her  way  to  a  gas  sta¬ 
tion.  These  two  men,  who  were  dog 
lovers,  gave  her  some  attention.  Soon 
they  had  to  leave  and  go  to  their  jobs 
about  a  hundred  miles  away.  They 
could  tell  that  she  wanted  to  go  with 
them,  and  so  they  invited  her  to  get  in 
the  truck  and  ride  with  them.  Off  they 
went  nearly  a  hundred  miles  away  to 
their  place  of  work  for  the  day.  The 
possibility  of  her  never  getting  home 
became  greater,  because  if  she  escaped 
from  them  now  so  many  miles  away 
from  home  in  that  far  country,  they 


would  probably  never  catch  her.  Fortu¬ 
nately,  she  stayed  with  them  and  they 
had  returned,  saw  the  sign,  and  called 
the  number. 

Some  of  the  family  members  jumped 
in  the  car,  went  over  to  where  the  men 
were,  and  lo  and  behold  there  was 
Dixie.  The  immeasurable  sadness  that 
was  being  felt  immediately  turned  into 
indescribable  joy.  The  beloved  dog 
that  had  gone  off  to  the  far  country  was 
back  at  home  just  in  time  for  Christ¬ 
mas.  Life  is  so  good  when  relationships 
are  right. 

When  Jesus,  the  master  teacher,  told 
His  incredible  story  of  a  Prodigal  Son, 
He  simply  let  the  story  fall  on  each  of 
our  hearts  for  us  to  see,  hear,  think, 
and  experience  as  we  would  understand 
it  in  relationship  to  the  events  in  our 
own  lives.  A  thousand  people  can  hear 
Jesus’  story  and  receive  ten  thousand 
applications  from  the  many  streets  and 


roads  in  their  own  journey.  Since  1  am 
not  a  master  teacher,  I  would  make  just 
a  couple  of  observations  from  the  story 
of  the  Prodigal  Dog. 

First,  everyone  seems  to  have  a 
tendency  to  get  away  from  where 
they  should  be.  Romans  3:23  says, 
“All  have  sinned  and  come  short  of  the 
glory  of  God."  As  you  may  well  know, 
sin  is  a  word  that  means  to  miss  the 
mark,  go  down  the  wrong  road,  or  do 
the  wrong  thing.  That  is  all  of  us. 

The  other  observation  I  would 
share  is  that  it  is  a  wonderful 
thing  when  someone  or  some 
ones  care  enough  to  be  looking 
for  you.  How  many  Dixie’s  are  there 
in  our  neighborhoods  or  in  our  circle 
of  life  who  are  wandering  around  not 
knowing  how  to  get  home  and  no  one 
takes  the  time  to  try  to  find  them?  The 
central  focus  of  Jesus  as  He  came  to 
this  earth  is  expressed  by  Him  when  He 
said,  "For  the  Sou  of  Man  has  come  to 
seek  and  to  save  that  which  was  lost" 
(Luke  19:10).  He  has  called  His  people 
to  be  a  part  of  that  same  central  focus 
and  fashion. 

The  church  is  not  just  a  group  of 
people  who  gather  from  week  to  week 
to  sing  some  songs  and  feel  good  about 
having  been  found.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  church  is  God’s  designed  search 
party  to  find  and  to  help  recover  those 
who  have  run  away,  traveled  a  great 
distance,  and  do  not  know  how  to  get 
home.  God  may  want  to  use  you  with 
I  someone  special  around  you  to  help 
them  in  their  journey  back  to  Him 

The  author  can  be  contacted  at 
jfutral@mbcb.org. 


( iiiideStone 


GuideStone  Funds  is  honored  to  receive  the  2012  Upper  Fund  Award 


Three  firsts! 

-v  Our  first  best  overall  fund  family  Upper  Award  (for  fund  groups  with  up  to 
$40  billion  in  assets)  based  on  consistent  risk-adjusted  returns! 

The  first  denominational  fund  family  to  ever  win  a  tipper  Award! 

-v  The  first  ever  tipper  Award  for  a  Christian-based,  socially  screened  fund  family! 


BEST  OVERALL  —  SMALL  FUND  GROUP 


UPPER 

FUND  AWARDS  2012 
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WORLD  NEWS 


Report:  Islamic  extremism 
‘the  prime  persecutor’  of 
Christians  worldwide  today 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  -  Is¬ 
lamic  extremism,  especially 
in  Africa  and  the  Middle  East, 
dominates  the  latest  annual 
report  on  global  persecution 
of  Christians.  Eight  of  the  top 
10  persecutors  of  Christians 
-  and  24  of  the  top  30  —  are 
countries,  marked  by  mili¬ 
tant  Islam,  according  to  Open 
Doors’  2013  World  Watch  List 
released  Jan.  8. 

Meanwhile,  North  Korea, 
a  non-Islamic  country,  main¬ 
tained  its  hold  on  the  No.  1 
spot  in  the  Open  Doors  list  for 
the  11th  consecutive  year. 

'Islamic  extremism  is  the 
prime  persecutor  of  Chris¬ 
tians  in  the  world  today,"  said 


conference.  Among  24  of  the 
leading  30  persecuting  coun¬ 
tries,  it  is  Islamic  extremists, 
either  in  government  or  in  vio¬ 
lent  opposition  forces,  that  are 
the  source  of  the  persecution,' 
he  said. 

The  new  list  of  the  world's 
most  severe  persecutors  of 
Christians  includes  five  Afri¬ 
can  countries  that  were  un¬ 
ranked  last  year  but  readied 
the  top  50  because  of  the  im¬ 
pact  of  Islamic  extremism: 
Mali  (7);  Tanzania  (24);  Ke¬ 
nya  (40);  Uganda  (47).  »nd 


In  addition,  militant  Islam 
in  Ethiopia  helped  catapult 
that  East  African  country  from 
38  to  15.  The  Muslim  state  of 
Sudan,  Ethiopia's  neighbor, 
jumped  from  16  to  12. 

The  uprisings  against  total¬ 
itarian  states  Li  North  Africa 
and  the  Middle  East  that  be¬ 
gan  about  two  years  ago  have 
produced  greater  persecution 
for  Christians,  according  to 
Open  Doors.  "The  Arab  Spring 
has  turned  into  an  Islamic 
Winter  for  the  Christians  in 
the  Middle  East,"  Boyd-Mac- 
Millan  told  reporters.  "In  ev¬ 
ery  country  where  a  regime 
has  been  deposed  —  such  as 
Tunisia,  Libya,  Morocco  and 
Egypt  -  Islam  is  still  in  power 
and  putting  pressure  on  the 
Christian  minority." 

The  top  10  countries  on 
Open  Doors’  latest  World 
Watch  List,  which  covered  No- 


■  Persecution  usually  occurs  because  the  church 
is  a  genuine  threat  to  evil.  Otherwise  it  can  safely 
be  ignored.  Jesus  said.  'Lowe  your  enemies^ 
He  didn't  say.  Don't  make  any. 


vember  2011  through  October 
2012,  are:  (1)  North  Korea;  (2) 
Saudi  Arabia;  (3)  Afghanistan; 
(4)  Iraq;  (5)  Somalia;  (6)  Mal¬ 
dives;  (7)  Mali;  (8)  Iran;  (9) 
Yemen,  and  (10J  Eritrea. 

Syria,  which  ia  tom  by  civ¬ 
il  war  as  a  result  of  an  Arab 
Spring-like  conflict  fueled  by 
militant  Muslims,  jumped 
from  36  to  it  this  year. 

North  Korea  far  outranked 
the  other  persecutors  on  the 
list  with  a  score  of  87  points, 
making  it  the  only  country  to 
achieve  ‘absolute  persecu¬ 
tion,"  which  is  reserved  for 
scores  of  86  to  100.  Saudi  Ara¬ 
bia  was  second  with  75- 

Christian  persecution  in 
North  Korea,  which  practices 
Communism  and  the  cult¬ 
like  worship  of  the  ruling 
Kim  family,  has  been  ‘slightly 
worse'  since  Kim  Jong  Eun 
succeeded  his  late  father  in 
December  2011,  Boyd-Mac- 
Millan  reported. 

Kim  sent  about  too  assas¬ 
sins  into  China  to  kill  people 
who  were  evangelizing  North 
Korean  refugees,  he  said. 

The  ^worship  cult  is  basi¬ 
cally  still  going  strong.’  Boyd- 
MacMillan  said. 

The  North  Koreans  contin¬ 
ue  to  imprison  from  50,000  to 
70,000  followers  of  Christ  in 
Auschwitz-like  labor  camps, 
but  Christians  in  the  coun¬ 
try  number  from  200,000. 
to  400,000,  according  to 
Open  Doors. 

Iran,  ranked  eighth,  hss  an 
estimated  450,000  Christians 
despite  the  country’s  militant 
Islamic  regime,  Reported  Open 
Doors,  which  SCT  es  the  perse¬ 
cuted  church. 

‘Persecution  usually  oc¬ 
curs  because  the  church  is  a 
genuine  threat  to  evil,'  Boyd 
MacMillan  sail.  ‘Otherwise  it 
can  safely  be  ignored.  Jesus 
said,  ‘Love  your  enemies.'  He 
didn't  say,  ’Don't  make  any.’ 
And  all  over  the  world  mil¬ 
lions  of  nameless  Christians 
are  standing  up  and  mfcktng 
an  enemy  of  unjust  ideologies, 
cruel  dictators...  And  without 
this  tidal  wave  of  loving  defi¬ 
ance,  the  world  would  be  an 
awful  place.  And  from  this 
loving  defiance,  growth  comes 
and  hope  stays  strong.’ 
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Doubts  continue  to  rise  over 
The  Gospel  of  Jesus'  Wife' 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  -  Harvard 

University  Professor  Karen 
King  has  hit  anotbx  snag  in 
her  efforts  to  publ  cize  a  pa¬ 
pyrus  fragment  on  which  she 
says  Jesus  refers  to  a  "wife,*  as 
the  Harvard  The*  logical  Re¬ 
view  has  postponed  publica¬ 
tion  of  her  anticiuated  article 
while  awaiting  ti  e  results  of 
further  testing.  •.  . 

The  Review  was  to  publish 
in  January  a  major  article 
aimed  at  aaswwtic  questions 
raised  about  :  he  authentic¬ 
ity  of  the  fragnnxit,  after  King 
announced  last  September  its 
discovery  at  »;■  international 
conference  of  1  iblical  scholars 
in  Rome. 

King,  the  Hollia  Profeasor 
of  Divinity  at  Harvard  Divin¬ 
ity  School,  said  the  article  ia 
postponed  because  testing 
on  the  fragment  is  not  com¬ 
plete,  according  to  news  re¬ 
ports.  The  postponement  is 
believed  to  further  discredit 
the  fragment's  authenticity, 
which  academics  and  theolo¬ 
gians  have  questioned. 

Harvard  Divinity  School 
spokesperson  Kathryn  Dodg- 
son  said  the  undisclosed  own¬ 
er  of  the  fragment  is  making 
arrangements  for  further  test¬ 
ing  on  its  origin  and  authen¬ 
ticity,  including  ‘testing  by 
independent  laboratories  with 
the  resources  and  specific  ex¬ 
pertise  necessary  to  produce 
and  interpret  reliable  results," 
CNN  reported. 

The  Review  has  posted  s 
provisional  draft  of  King's  ar¬ 
ticle  on  its  website  and  plans 
to  publish  a  finalized  ver¬ 
sion  after  testing  is  complete, 
CNN  reported. 

‘Until  testing  is  complete, 
there  is  nothing  more  to 
say  at  this  point,'  Dodgson 
said  in  the  CNN  story.  Last 
October,  the  Smithsonian 
Channel  delayed  release  of  a 
I  film  about  the  fragment. 


awaiting  further  testing. 

The  fragment  as  trans¬ 
lated  only  includes  portions 
of  sentences,  one  of  which  is 
interpreted  as, Jesus  said 
to  them,  ‘My  wife...,'  “  the 
Review  reports. 

Christianity  teaches  that 
Jesus  Christ,  God  incarnate, 
lived  on  earth  in  the  first  cen¬ 
tury  A.D.  as  a  single,  celibate 
teacher  for  approximately  33 
years  before  His  crucifixion  on 
the  cram  and  HU  resurrection. 

King,  who  dubbed  the  text 
of  the  fragment  as  The  Gospel 
of  Jesus' Wife,  has  never  pre¬ 
sented  the  fragment  as  proof 
of  any  claim  that  Jesus  was 
married.  On  the  Review’s  web¬ 
site  King  writes  the  ‘fragment 
does  not  provide  evidence  that 
Jesus  was  married.' 

The  fragment's  fourth-cen¬ 
tury  dating  ‘argues  against  its 
value  as  evidence  for  the  life 
of  the  historical  Jesus,'  King 
writes,  but  also  posits  there  is 
no  ‘reliable  historical  evidence 
to  support  the  claim  that  (Je¬ 
sus)  was  not  married...' 

The  papyrus  fragment, 
smaller  than  a  business  card, 
includes  eight  lines  of  hand¬ 
written  text  in  the  Coptic  lan- 
guage.  Derived  from  tne  Greek 
alphabet,  Coptic  U  essentially 
the  Egyptian  language  repre¬ 
sented  with  an  alphabet  rather 
than  hieroglyphics. 

Some  who  have  comment¬ 
ed  about  the  fragment  note 
a  strong  resemblance  to  the 
non-canonical  Gnostic  man¬ 
uscript  known  as  the  Gospel 
of  Thomas. 

Francis  Watson  of  Durham 
University  and  Simon  Gath- 
ercole  of  Cambridge  have 
pointed  out  what  they  believe 
are  tell-tale  sign*  of  forgery. 
Watson,  in  a  paper  posted 
online  at  www.markgood- 
acre.org/Watson.pdf,  argues 
that  the  text  appears  to  be 
constructed  by  a  modern  au¬ 


thor  rather  than  an  ancient 
native  Coptic  speaker. 

"Watson  shows  how  the 
fragment  looks  as  if  a  forger 
took  snippets  of  quotations 
from  various  Coptic  sources  — 
mostly  the  Gospel  of  Thomas 
—  and  patched  them  togeth¬ 
er,'  Leonard  said.  ‘Inoeed, 
one  line  of  the  fragment  ‘co¬ 
incidentally’  ends  at  the  same 
place  where  the  text  is  broken 
off  in  the  corresponding  line  of 
the  only  extant  manuscript  of 
the  Gospel  «4  Thomas." 

Simon  Gathercole  at  Cam¬ 
bridge  sees  another  reason  for 
concern:  the  most  inflamma¬ 
tory  statement  in  the  manu¬ 
script  is  squarely  in  the  cen¬ 
ter  of  the  fragment.  While  the 
shocking  statement  is  in  the 
middle,  key  explanatory  infor¬ 
mation  is  missing  because  of 
where  the  document  is  tom. 

Bill  Warren,  New  Testa¬ 
ment  professor  and  director 
of  the  Haggard  Center  for 
New  Testament  Textual  Stud¬ 
ies  at  New  Orleans  Seminary, 
haa  followed  the  discussion 
about  the  new  discovery. 
Warren  said  the  ‘clean  cuts” 
and  careful  framing  of  "my 
wife'  without  the  surround¬ 
ing  words  to  provide  context 
creates  suspicion  about  the 
document's  authenticity. 

"If  we  assume  that  the  frag¬ 
ment  is  authentic,  the  place¬ 
ment  of  the  main  statement 
being  discussed  about  Jesus 
saying  'my  wife'  right  in  the 
center  of  the  fragment  is  at 
best  suspicious,  and  the  lack 
of  a  fuller  context  for  knowing 
what  exactly  was  being  said 
lends  itself  to  speculations  that 
may  be  far  off  the  mark  if  only 
a  fuller  context  was  known, 
Warren  said  in  September. 

‘For  example,  was  Jesus  an¬ 
swering  a  question  about  'my 
wife'  and  so  used  the  wording 
from  the  questioner?  We  sim¬ 
ply  don't  know  the  context.' 
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The  children's  choir  of  GOSS  CHURCH,  COLUMBIA,  presented  The  Great 
Christmas  Giveaway  Dec.  9.  Alicia  Bass  and  Cherie  Rayborn,  directors. 


IREL. 


UNION  CHAPEL  CHURCH.  CAGLE'S  CROSSING,  ordained  Harold 
Burgess  as  deacon  Jan.  6.  Shown  are  Reggie  Howell.  Mrs.  Harold  Burgess. 
Burgess,  and  pastor  Dan  Sandlin. 


FELLOWSHIP  CHURCH.  STARKVILLE.  ordained  Justin  Chambers.  John 
Kemp,  and  Scott  Beasley  as  deacons  recently.  Shown  are  Chambers,  Kemp, 
pastor  Dickie  Bryan,  and  Beasley. 


CHURCH, 
TRICOUNTY 
ASSOCIA¬ 
TION.  or¬ 
dained  Charlie 
Alexander 
and  Bobby 
Greer  as  dea¬ 
cons.  Shown 
are  Alexander, 
Greer.and 
pastor  Tim 
Morrison. 
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LAKE  SHORE  CHURCH.  JACKSON,  presented  Worthy  of  Worship  Dec.  9 
during  the  10:30  a.m.  worship  service. 
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CHURCH. 

PONTOTOC 

ASSOCIA¬ 

TION, 

exceeded 
their  Lottie 
Moon  Christ¬ 
mas  Offering 
goal  of  $6500 
by  collect¬ 
ing  $10,887. 
Shown  are 
transitional 
pastorTom 
Sumrall,  Abi¬ 
gail  McMillen. 
and  Charle 
Stubblefield. 


Pastors  in  Iran  face 
continual  threats  of 
arrest,  beatings,  death 

TEHRAN  (BP)  —  Saeed  Abedi-  secutions  are  being  recorded  in 
ni,  an  Iraniau-American  pastor  heaven  for  me,  my  heart  is  filled 
currently  imprisoned  in  Iran,  with  complete  joy." 
is  being  threatened  with  death  The  Iranian  government 
as  the  country  continues  its  does  not  recognize  Abedini's 
longstanding  pressures  against  U.S.  citizenship,  the  ACLJ  says, 
Christians,  according  to  a  U.S.  which  he  gained  in  2010  bv 
organization  advocating  in  marriage  to  his  American  wife 
Abedini's  behalf.  with  whom  he  has  two  children. 

The  Iranian-born  Abedini,  a  Abedini  bad  traveled  back  and 
U.S.  citizen  who  planted  a  net-  forth  from  Iran  freely  until  his 
work  of  house  churches  in  Iran,  arrest.  The  ACLJ,  which  rep- 
was  imprisoned  last  September  rsoents  his  wife  and  children 
and  recently  indicted  on  se-  who  reside  in  the  U.S.,  claims 
cret  charges.  According  to  the  uie  U.S.  State  Department  has 
American  Center  for  Law  and  done  little  to  help  the  pastor. 
Justice  (ACLJ),  Abedini’s  case  "We  continue  to  press  the 
was  handed  to  Iranian  Judge  Obama  Administration  to  en- 
Pir-Abassi,  known  as  one  of  the  gage  this  case  —  to  speak  out 
country’s  ‘hanging  judges’  for  forcefully  on  Pastor  Saeed's 
the  number  of  people  he  has  behalf  and  put  pressure  on 
sent  to  their  deaths.  Iran's  allies  to  free  this  Ameri- 

Also  languishing  in  prison  can,*  Sekulow  said  in  the 
in  Iran  are  attorney  Moham-  ACLJ’s  news  release.  "Time  is 
med  Ali  Dadkhah  and  pastor  of  the  essence.* 

Benham  Irani.  Christian  Solidarity  Worid- 

The  ACLJ  reported  Jan.  10  wide  (CSW),  a  British  religious 
that  Abedini  had  released  a  let-  rights  organization,  mean- 
ter  to  his  family  members  in  while  reported  on  Jan.  7  that 
Iran  describing  his  ordeal.  “The  prominent  Iranian  human 
life  of  Pastor  Saeed  is  in  grave  rights  attorney  Mohammed  Ali 
danger,’  Jordan  Sekulow,  exec-  Dadkhah,  who  led  in  securing 
utive  director  of  the  ACLJ,  said  the  release  of  Iranian  pastor 
in  a  news  release.  ’When  you  Youcef  Nadarkhani  from  pris¬ 
ed  Pastor  Saeed’s  own  words,  on,  was  jailed  and  disbarred 
^ououndefstand  that  Iran  has  for  10  years  in  September  2012, 
absolutely  no  regard  for  human  and  his  health  is  deteriorating, 
rights  and  religious  freedom.’  Dadkhah  had  faced  the  pros- 
In  his  letter,  a  copy  of  which  pect  of  imprisonment  for  more 
was  posted  by  the  ACLJ,  Abedi-  than  a  year, 
ni  writes  of  sleeping  in  a  room  ‘Moreover,  official  attempts 
with  a  bright  light  constantly  to  justify  his  imprisonment  by 
lit,  blurring  day  and  night,  and  attempting  to  coerce  an  ‘on  air’ 
of  the  difficult  process  by  which  confession  are  not  only  repre- 
he  says  God  is  making  him  a  hensible,  but  are  also  clear  indi- 
godly  man.  cations  that  the  charges  levelled 

‘It  is  a  hard  process  of  warm  against  him  were  spurious,’ 
and  cold  to  make  steel,"  Abe-  Mervyn  Thomas,  CSWs  chief 
dini  wrote.  "This  is  the  process  executive,  said  in  a  statement 
in  my  life  today:  one  day  lam  on  the  group's  website, 
told  I  will  be  freed  and  allowed  *CSW  calls  for  the  immedi- 
to  see  my  family  and  kids  on  ate  release  of  Mr  Dadkhah  and 
Christmas  (which  was  a  lie)  for  an  end  to  the  campaign  of 
and  the  next  day  I  am  told  I  will  harassment  of  civil  society .  ’ 
hang  for  my  faith  in  Jesus.  One  International  Christian  Con- 
day  there  are  intense  pains  af-  cem  (ICC),  a  Washington  advo- 
ter  beatings  in  interrogations,  cacy  group  for  the  persecuted 
the  next  day  they  are  nice  to  you  church,  meanwhile  has  kept  its 
and  offer  you  candy.  These  hot  spotlight  on  the  plight  of  pas- 
and  cold  days  only  make  you  a  tor  Benham  Irani,  who  since  hi/ 
man  of  steel  for  moving  forward  2011  arrest  has  suffered  severe 
in  expanding  His  Kingdom.*  health  problems  due  to  beat- 
Abedini  also  wrote  of  the  ings  by  Iranian  prison  authori- 
joy  he  felt  when  he  heard  how  ties  and  other  cellmates  and  has 
Christians  around  the  world  been  denied  medical  treadnent. 
were  supporting  him,  and  that  Serving  a  six-year  sentence 
other  prisoners  were  “shocked"  for  "acting  against  the  inter- 
bv  the  love  followers  of  Jesus  ests  of  national  security.’  Irani 
snowed  each  other.  wrote  a  letter  from  his  prison 

‘1  told  them  how  in  the  Bible  cell  to  fellow  Christians,  ICC  re- 
we  are  all  considered  brothers  ported,  speaking  of  his  love  and 
and  sisters  (despite  race,  color,  faith  despite  his  suffering. 


Doctoral  graduates  from  NEW 
ORLEANS  SEMINARY:  Tim 

Mims,  senior  pastor  of  Pine 
Grove  Church  in  Picayune, 
earned  the  doctor  of  philoeo- 
phy  degree; Tim  Parker,  Senior 
of  New  Hope  Church 
Foxwortti,  earned  the  doctor  of 
ministry  degree;  Robert  ’Jack’ 
Manor,  planting  pastor  at 
Harvest  Point  Cnurch  in  Kos¬ 
ciusko  and  Grace  Fellowship  in 
Lexington,  earned  the  doctor  of 
philosophy;  and  Greenville  na¬ 
tive  Jeff  Box,  pastor  of  Walker 
Church  in  Monroe,  Ga..  earned 
the  doctor  of  educational  min¬ 
istry  from  New  Orleans  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary  Dec.  IS, 
2012.  Picture  from  left  to  right 
Mims,  Parker.  NOBTS  President 
Chuck  Kelley.  Manor  and  Box. 


WOMEN  NEED  LIFE  SUPPORT 


OBITUARIES 


l  eon  Emery,  93,  retired 
pastor  and  former  department 
director  at  the  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  Board  (MBCB) 
in  Jackson,  died  December 
23  at  Hospice  Ministries  in 
Kidgeland.  A  native  of  South 
Carolina,  Leon  was  a  decorated 
veteran  of  World  War  II  hav¬ 
ing  served  in  the  U.S.  Army 
in  the  Pacific  Theater.  He  was 
ordained  as  a  Baptist  minister 
in  1950  and  pastored  churches 
in  South  Carolina  and  Missis¬ 


sippi.  From  1963-84,  he  was  a  EMERY 
consultant  in  the  MBCB  Coop¬ 


erative  Missions  Department 

later  named  director  of  the  MBCB  Church 


and  was 

Administration-Pastoral  Ministries  Department  He 
was  a  licensed  pilot  and  served _as  Chaplain  of  the  Mis- 
itrol.  Hen 


College  mUtM 
New  Orleans  Seminary.  He  also  received  the  Honor¬ 
ary  Doctor  of  Divinity  decree  from  North  Greenville 
University.  Survivors  include  his  wife  of  71  years. 
Jessie;  his  children  Ron  (Cindy)  Emery  and  Sharon 
(Michael)  Harden;  four  grandchildren;  two  great 
grandchildren;  his  brother  Arnold  (Pauline)  Emery; 
and  sister,  Made  Gosnell.  He  was  preceded  in  dean 
by  a  son,  Darrell  Lee  Emery;  his  parents,  John  and 
Minnie  Emery;  brothers  Albert  ana  Verner,  and  sis¬ 
ter  Daisy  Dill.  Funeral  service  was  held  December  28 
at  Wright  and  Ferguson  Funeral  Home  00  Highland 
Colony  Parkway  in  RidgeUnd,  with  Carl  Saveli  offici¬ 
ating.  Interment  was  at  Parkway  Memorial  Cemetery 
in  Ridgeiand.  Wright  and  Ferguson  Funeral  Home  in 
in  charge  of  arrangements. 


Harry  Llewellyn  Raley,  87, 

retired  missionary  and  former 

K'  er  coordinator  for  the 
■sissippi  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  Board  (MBCB),  died  Jan. 

4.  He  attended  B<  rry  College 
in  Georgia  before  entering 
the  U.S.  Navy  during  World 
War  II.  During  the  war,  he 
felt  God's  call  to  the  ministry. 

He  earned  a  B.A.  from  Fur¬ 
man  University  in  Greenville, 

S.C.,  in  1948,  and  a  Master  of 
Divinity  from  Southwestern 
Seminary  in  Fort  Worth  in 
1951.  He  and  his  wife  Frances 
served  in  churches  in  North 
and  South  Carolina  before 
missionaries  with  the  F< 
the  international  Mission 
Baptist  Convention,  serving  in  Taiwan  from  1954' 
Ql.  He  also  served  as  MBCB  prayer  coordinator 
from  1996-2009.  Raley  was  born  August  14,  1925, 
in  Bethune,  S.C.,  and  preceded  in  death  by  his  par- 


September  19,  1921,  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  to  Carl 
Alfred  Mclntire  Sr.  and  Flossie  Jones  Mclntire.  He 
spent  a  is  childhood  in  Missouri.  He  graduated  from 
Will’ am  Jewell  University  in  Liberty,  Mo.,  and  New 
OrPans  Seminary.  Mclntire  was  preceded  in  death 
by  uis  parents;  his  wife  of  nearly  sixty  years,  Mael- 
len  Neil  Mclntire;  and  a  brother,  Carl  A.  Mclntire, 
Jr.  He  is  survived  by  his  son  Russell  M.  Mclntire, 
Jr.,  and  wife  Suzan;  two  grandchildren;  four  fcreat 
gi  indchildren;  and  sister,  Grace  Oo»ii.  Wright  and 
Ffrguaon  Funeral  Home  in  Clinton  was  iu  -(Targe  of 
ta  rangements. 


RALEY 


Thomas  Alvin  Bniee.  66, 

pastor  of  Yale  Street  Church 
in  Cleveland,  died  Jan.  6  at 
University  Medical  Center  in 
Jackson.  Bruce  surrendered 
to  preach  on  April  to,  1992, 
una  in  addition  to  Yale  f 
Chur 


preceded  in  death  by  hia  par¬ 
ents  Lewis  Raley  and  Lola  Blackmon  Raley,  amfsis- 


1  Ralev  ant 

ten  Elizabeth  Byrd,  Ruth  Rodgers,  and  Lois  Deaae. 
He  is  survived  by  his  wife  of  61  years,  Frances  Bibb 
Raley  of  Clinton;  son  Harry  L.  Raley  Jr.  (Lynn)  and 
wife  Rachel  Heard  of  Jackson;  son  Bruce  Raley  and 
wife  Pamela  Sadler  Raley  of  Houston,  Texas;  son 
David  Raley  and  wife  Frances  Usrey  Raley  of  Ben¬ 
ton,  Ark.;  daughter  Beth  Raley  Harris  and  husband 
Scott  Harris  of  Nashville;  six  grandchildren;  and 
four  great  grandchildren  Funeral  service  was  Jan. 
9  at  Aha  Woods  Church,  Jackson,  with  interment 
at  Lakewood  Memorial  Park,  Clinton.  Wright  ■ 
Ferguson  Funeral  Home  u. 
arrangements. 


le  Street 

lurch  served  Trinity  Church 

SRoeedale.  Bethany  Church 
Merigold,  Philip  Church 
in  Philip,  Cascilla  Church 
in  Cascilla.  He  was  born  in 
Humphreys  County  on  Oc¬ 
tober  25,  1946,  to  John  Bay- 
lus  Bruce  Jr.  and  Rena  Mae  BRUCE 
Morris  Bruce,  who  preced¬ 
ed  him  in  death  as  well  as  a 
rather,  Steve  L.  Bruce.  He  is  survived  by  hia  wife 
f  44  years,  Glenda  G.  Brace  of  Cleveland;  daugh- 


1  Bruce  McDaniel 


I  of  Greenwood; 


(Troy)  of  Gr 

and  brother,  Kenne  h  I  Brace 


Denial  W.  Stroud  Sr..  92,  retired  pastor  and  edu¬ 
cator,  died  December  29.  He  was  a  retired  pastor  of 

1  school  admit 


Russall  M.  Mclntire  Sr.,  91, 

_ . _  _ _ , _ _ retired  pastor  and  denomina- 

Friendship  Church,  West,  and  retired  school  admin-  tional  worker,  died  January  5 
iatratoc  at  Crowder  Junior  High  School.  Stroud  was  a  In  Clinton.  He  served  nureer- 

in  Mississippi,  Alabama,  Georgia,  Florida,  and  Ten-  70-year  career  aa  a  Baptist 
nessee.  He  &  survived  by  his  wife,  Gwendolyn  Shot-  pastor.  After  serving  at  First 
well  Stroud  of  Clarksdale;  daughters,  Jo  C  Stroud  of  Church,  Clinton,  for  more 
Half  Moon  Bay,  Ca.,  ana  Cathv  Stroud  Malavasi  of  than  twenty  years,  he  served 
Hernando;  sons,  Joel  R.  Stroud  of  Lyon,  Daniel  W.  “  ... 

Stroud  Jr.  of  Franklin  Springs,  Ga.;  seven  grandchil¬ 
dren,  and  two  great  grandchildren.  Funeral  service 
was  Dec.  30  at  Lyon  Church,  with  interment  in  Memo¬ 
rial  Garden  Cemetery  in  Clarkadale.  National  Funeral 
Home  in  Clarkadale  was  in  charge  of 


director  of  development 
for  New  Orleans  Seminary. 
He  returned  to  the  pastorate 
for  several  years  until  he  re¬ 
tired  in  1987  and  returned  to 
Clinton.  Mclntire  was  bora 


(Kay)  of  Nashville.  A  Celebration  of  Life  Service  was 
held  Jan.  9  at  Ray  Funeral  Home  in  Cleveland,  with 
Eugene  Walden  officiating.  Interment  was  at  Drew 
City  Cemetery.  Ray  Funeral  Home  in  Cleveland  was 
in  charge  of  arrangements. 


J.B.  Betts  Jr, 
January  6  in  Heber 
IL  H 


retired  music  minister,  died 
,  Ark.  He  was  born  June 


work  took  him  all  over  the  country  and  countries 
abroad.  He  is  survived  by  hia  wife  of  sixty  years, 
Marion  Elaine  Syvertsen  Betts;  daughters  Melinda 

. . .  ~  Ark., 

Sims 

_ ^  _ m  _ Jin, 

Texas,  and  James  Michael  Betts;'  nineteen  grand¬ 
children,  and  three  great  grandchildren.  Funeral 
service  was  Jan.  12  at  Sugarloaf  Church  in  Heber 
Springs.  Ark. 
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Submission  Guidelines  ^ 


FATZHA  OEAWH  TGDA  OEA  LAZLVA 


PEGW  FA  CIDE  LGWXAS:  GW  TGDAP 

PEGW  RGOEAH  FVGDBXAPP. 

% 

QZAV  OMZ:  PWU 


Clue:  P  ■  S 


Have  Jim  with  cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bible  knowl¬ 
edge.  A  King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  encoded  by 
letter  substitution.  The  same  letter  is  substituted  throughout 
the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  Daniel  Four:  Two 


•y  Charles  Marx.  1412-1004.0  2005 


The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish 
news  and  photographs  of  special  events 
that  take  place  in  cooperating  churches  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 

News  submitted  for  publication  in  The 
Baptist  F.scond  must  be  either  (a)  typewrit¬ 
ten.  (b)  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by  11-inch 
paper,  or  (c)  neatly  printed  on  standardized 
forme  provided  by  the  newmaper.  A*  arti¬ 
cles  must  be  received  in  writing:  no  articles 
will  be  accepted  over  the  telephone. 

News  may  be  submitted  electronically  to 
the  address  below,  and  must  be  contained 
in  the  message  segment  of  an  e-mail  form. 
Due  to  increasing  virus  threats,  no  text 
attachments  will  be  accepted  Photograph 
attachments  are  psrmiasibto. 

Please  make  articles  concise  Include 
the  who,  what.  when,  where  details  of  the 
story,  along  with  s  contact  person  s  address 
and  telephone  number 
Photographs  may  be  color  or  black  and 
white.  Instant  photos  and  digital  printouts 


are  not  reproducible.  Digital  photos  may 
be  used  if  submitted  as  a  JPEG  file  via 
either  email,  CD  or  DVD  Photos  must  be 
dear,  sharp,  and  wah-kghted  Cad  phone  - 
photographs  and  other  low  resolution  items 
are  generally  not  publishable  Photographs 
can  not  be  returned.  Please  do  not  attach 
photos  with  tape  or  stapler 

AH  news  items  are  subject  to  editing, 
and  a>  photographs  era  subject  to  crop¬ 
ping.  Photographs  must  depict  people.  No 
landscape-,  building-,  or  object-only  photo¬ 
graphs  wil  be  printed.  News  items  and/ 
or  photographs  can  be  published  one  time 
only.  News  items  and/or  photographs  de¬ 
picting  benefits  and  activities  for  secular  or 
outside  organizations  wR  not  be  published 
Deadline  tor  submitting  news  is  one  week 
prior  to  requested  publication  date. 

Articles  that  ate  not  dateeensrtive  win  be 
published  on  s  space-avaiiabie  basis. 

Submit  news  and  photographs  to  The 
Baptist  Record.  P.O.  Box  530.  Jackson.  MS 
39206-0630.  FAX  (601)  292-3330.  Email: 
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Travel  with 


L.D.  O’Mire 


cord  of  nine  wins  and  five  loss-  The  Hobby  Lobby  suit  also  in- 
es  in  federal  court  against  the  eludes  Mardel,  a  Christian  book- 
mandate,  according  to  a  tally  stQrechpin,  The  same  family,  the 
by  the  legal  group  Becket  Fund  Greens,  owns  both  of  them, 
for  Religious  Liberty.  ”  These  abortion-causing 

Hobby  Lobby,  the  largest  drugs  go  against  our  faith,  and 
businetj  to  sue  the  government  our  family  is  now  being  forced 
over  the  issue,  is  among  the  foui\  to  choose  between  following  the 
for-profits  to  have  lost  in  court,  laws  of  the  land  that  we  love  or 
So  far,  each  of  the  nine  victories  maintaining  the  religious  beliefs 
has  been  limited  to  the  specific  that  have  made  our  business 
business  that  sued,  although  successful,’ David  Green,  Hobby 
if  those  wins  stand  on  appeal,  Lobby’s  founder  and  CEO,  said 
Hobby  Lobby  may  be  covered-  in  September.  “...We  simply  can- 
U older  the  mandate,  busi-  not  abandon  our  religious  beliefs 
nesses  and  even  some  religious  to  comply  with  this  mandate." 
organizations  are  required  to  In  total,  there  have  been  43 
carry  employee  insurance  that  lawsuits  against  the  mandate, 
coven  contraceptives,  indud-  Many  of  them  involve  religious 
ing  emergency  contraceptives  organizations  such  as  Christian 
such  as  Plan  B  and  ella  that  can  colleges  and  universities, 
kill  an  embryo  after  fertilization  The  mandate  was  announced 

and  even  after  implantation,  by  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Pro-lifers  consider  that  action  a  Health  and  Human  Services 
chemical  abortion.  in  August  2011  as  part  of  the 

After  a  federal  judge  in  No-  health  care  law  championed 


BM1B.Y.  Wt  la  MMSTER.  I  intoie— d  ptoSM  rsnd  naans 
dnr  (taring  and  M*v  to  riant—)  Bag—  CJtutdt  at  t133  Hay  15 
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coverage  for  abortion-inducing  and  to  U.S.  Supreme  Court  Jus- 
drum  in  its  healthcare  plan,  tice  Sonia  Sotomayor,  who  ouer- 
Hobby  Lobby  will  continue  to  sees  emergency  appeals  from  the 
vigorously  defend  its  religious  Tenth  Circuit 
liberty  and  oppose  the  mandate  Sotomayor  did  say  the  law- 
and  any  penalties.'  suit  could  proceed  in  the  lower 

Hobby  Lobby  eventually  court  and  then  be  appealed 
could  face  fines  despite  the  back  to  the  high  court  at  tne  ap- 
fact  that  for-profits  have  a  re-  propriate  time. 


with  the  religious  liberty  is¬ 
sues  surrounding  the  abortion/ 
contraceptive  mandate. 

That  means  the  nation's  high¬ 
est  court  could  yet  strike  dtwn 
what  has  been  for  religious 
groups  and  some  business  own¬ 
ers  the  most  controversial  part 
of  the  law. 


Revivals  & 
Homecomings 

►  Beacon  Street  Church, 
Philadelphia:  Revival,  Feb. 
3-6;  Sun.,  11  a.m.  and  6:30 
p.m.;  Mon.  -  Wed.,  6  p.m.; 
Wayne  T.  Hill,  pastor. 


SUDAN 

from  p  i 

Criticism  of  the  church  in  Su¬ 
danese  media  has  encouraged 
Islamic  extremists  to  call  for  ag¬ 
gressive  government  action  to 
rid  Sudan  of  Christianity,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Morning  Star,  and  a  travel  agent  accused  of  tiying  to 
group  called  A1  Qaeda  in  the  Nil-  help  the  convert  leave  Sudan  un- 
ien  States  is  threatening  violence  beknownst  to  her  Muslim  family. 


against  the  church. 

Members  of  the  Sudan  Em¬ 
bassy  in  Ethiopia  intercepted  the 
baptized  Christian  at  Addis  Aba¬ 
ba  Bole  International  Airport  as 
she  tried  to  leave  the  country,  and 
her  current  fate  reportedly  has 
not  been  revealed.  Government 
officials  arrested  a  Khartoum 


Rocky  Mountains  & 
Western  Frontiers 

COLORADO  -  WYOMING 
SOUTH  DAKOTA  -  MONTANA  -  UTAH 

Plus...Yellowstonc  National  Park 


Escape 
the 
, Heat / 


$1658 


CHALLENGE 

coot,  from  p.  1 


Your  tour  begins  and  eneft  in  the'Mde  High  City*  of  Denver.  foBowe d 
by  Cheyenne.  WY.  The  next  two  days  you  wW  vriit  For^ramlejMount^ 
Rushmore  and  Crazy  Horse  Memorial  in  South  IHHIHiilHI 

"  Th‘"  ■  A-  -  .■■■'■■  ’-I  MSSSjmBaSSt 

Oadwnod.  ci  ntinuinq  through  IN'  Rlai  .  m,ik  . 

to  Little  Big  Horn  Bartlehekt  and  the  Buffalo 

Bill  Historical  Center  Then  you  will  depart  lor  zfjt  J 

Yellowstone  National  Park  (two  days)  with  J 

.  .,1*1 

Heyden  Valley.  Your  journey  continues  to  Grand  IHHH8IIH8 
Tatons  National  —it  with  spectacular  landscape: 

Jackson  Hole.  WY;  Salt  Cake  Oty.  UT  with  a  city  lout  including  the  treat  Salt 
Lake  and  opportunity  to  witness  the  Tabemacla  choir  rehersaL  Then  travel 
Wtrsl  vumng  trie  tkah  field  House  Museum,  Dinosaur  National  Monument 
and  explore  the  v— t  variety  of  fossils  and  Rocky  Mountain  Nadonaf  Par* 
induckng  a  drive  through  the  part  on  Trail  Ridge  Road  "S>rtc»  per  person/ 
double  occupancy  Airfare  is  extra 

U— toed  space  on  Parr  Baptist  hue/  Aeaarv—fonj  art  now  due. 


■  Brad  Van  Cleave  (co- 
chairman),  student  and  recre¬ 
ation  minister  at  First  Church, 


7.00% 

First  Year 
GUARANTEED 


Convent! 

ister  at  rirst  Lnurcn,  Oxford.  *The  school  hi 

■ I  Chris  Robbins,  assistant  for  _  , 

to  the  director  of  First  Pnor-  ^  aWed  each  1 
ity  of  South  Mississippi  in  openness  and  the 
Hatteisburg.  to  be  a  part  of  th 

■  Danny  Forrest,  youth  min-  effort,"  Lum  said 

isteT  at  First  Church,  Rrchton  2013  Tout 

■  .lake  Waits,  youth  pastor  at  Conference  will 
Friendship  Church,  Grenada.  30-31  in  AR.  Wi 

*H  •  want  Mississippi  Baptist  on  the  campus  < 
churches  to  bring  their  students  College  in  Clinton 
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Sanford 

Dr. »  Mn  Victor  Walsh 

Mr.  fc  Mn  Balfour 


Dr.  Rory  Lee,  Executive  Director 


P.O.  Bat  27 


Clinton,  MS  390«WX>27 


(601)922-22*2 


Mr.  k  Mr*.  Strvr  Warren 

Mr.  k  Mr*.  Balfour 
ljpacnmb 
Carol  Watta 

Buddy  fc  Linda  Meyer 
Mn.  Dorothy  Week* 

Ladies  Claas. 
Springdale  BC 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Bill  Wood 

Mr.  k  Mn.  Hank  F. 
Peebles 

Billy  and  Martha  Woods 

Mr.  fc  Mn.  Dewey  C. 


urtanDsa  *.  *-r*» 

MEMORIALS 

Julian  Allen 

Frank  fc  Sandra 
Croathwait 
Mr*  Sarah  Allred 

Jinunyk  Jo  Jenkins 
Michael  Alvarez 

Arthur  k  Alicia 
Powell  Burnett 
Daniel  Keith  Ashley 

Hertber  E.  Feher 
Louis^foford  Bacot 

jHolly  Alford 
Marjone  Balkcom 

Harold  k  Joy  Smith 
Mr.  William  Barron 


Thnnk  vou  to  the  students,  parents  and  staff  involved  with  the  Rankin  Co. 
SchooiVDistrict  Extended  Day  Enrichment  Program  for  their  extreme  gener- 
osItytowBrd  the  India  Nunnery  Campus  '"Star.  They  gave  money  donated 
gift  cards  and  provided  lots  of  supplies  to  help  meet  the  chiidrens 
special  thank  you  to  Mrs.  Sherrye Thompson  for  her  leadership  in  this  project. 


Chn*  ™ud)ly  k  M  Merer 

K.  K.  Johns  Bigger 

Mr.  k  Mn  Mrckay^ 
Hale 

Willard  Earl  Blair 

Gerald  k  Betiy 
Wtgfngton 
Mildred  Boggan 

Barbara  Easterling 
Barbara  M.  Bounds 

AMr  k  Mn.  C  Scon 
Bounds 

Mn.  Phillip  D.  Brady 

Mrs.  Waldo  Hitt 

Mickey  k  Jody  B. 

Hale 

Elizabeth  Breakfieid 

BillkBva  Morse 

Wilford  Britt 

Bilik  Dianne 
Hathocn 
Lois  Brooks 

Doris  Young 
Frank  Brown 

John  Dell  Hurabee 
Bettie  Gail  Meek 
Nancy  Shows 
Mr.  Joe  Brunson 

Mr.  Donny  Wilson 
Family 
William  C.  Bryan 

Jim  k  Ednaeart 
Thomason 
Mn.  Jama*  Wingate 
Marvis  Bryant 

Mra  Betty  B.  Carhale 
Mr*.  Deborah  Busching 

Danny  k  Gwen  Davts 
Mr*  Jerry  Burge 

Daniel  k  Dianne 
Smith 
Mr*  Ivan  Burton 

Mn  Joy  B.  Roberta 
William  'BUT  CoBum  Bryan 

Tom  k  Rebecca  Tardy 


Christmas  ornaments  with  encouraging  notes  sent  in  by  donors  on  display  at 
the  Farrow  Manor  Campus  in  Coldwater.  Pictured  are  houseparents,  Kay  West 
and  Felecia  Allen. 

Jennifer  Studebaker  Mn  Hazel  Champion  Lane  Wiginglon 

Walter  k  Polly  Mile  k  Marshs  Kay*  Hdderbrand 

Watkins  Domino  Donna  Cochran 

Puk  Lane  Place  Assn  Mr.  fc  Mn  Ernest  Childs  ChrisfcSandn 

Later  Hailey  Glynn  k  Jean  Jones  Federick 

Elisabeth  Steen  Mr.  Nelson  T.  Chisholm  Mn  Mary  Coffins 

Mr  k  Mr*  John  M  Jaaae  k  Jorie  Guam  Bok  Bobbie  Sue 

i*..  Jr  Noah  Charles  "Charlie'  Bowen 

Wirt  k  Mary  Verger  ChriMma.  Pml  fc  Shuon  Ervin 

Rosemary  fc  Don  Mr.  k  Mn  Gerald  M*  Doers  Cook 

Sesgo  Stanford  Jerusalem  BC 

girtler  Susan  fc  Pat  Denton  Beuna  Cooper 

.  Ted  k  Nanrv  Ski  Doer  Mr.  fc  Mn  John  Michael  fc  Shirell 


Ted  k  Nancy  Skipper 
Mack  Campbell 

Linda  Campbell 
John  Campbell 
Winnie  Carhale 

Mn.  Betty  B.  Carlisle 
Bobbie  Carmichael 

Mr.  k  Mn.  M.  P. 


Ruth  Chapman 

Van  k  Ruth  Bailey 
Archie  Chesser 

Shelia  Huffman  ^ 


Mn  Hazel  Champion 

Mile  k  Marsha 
Domino 

Mr.  fc  Mn.  Ernest  Childs 

Glynn  fc  Jean  Jones 
Mr.  Nelson  T.  Chisholm 

JaaaefcJorie  Guess 

Noah  Charles  "Charlie' 

Christmas 

Mr.  k  Mn  Gerald 
Stanford 

Susan  fc  Pat  Denton 
Mr.  fc  Mn  John 
Vaazy 

Gale  N.  Johnson 
Mr.  k  Mn  Buzzy 
Smith 

KJN  Properties  LLC 
for.  fcMn  Mark 
Archer 

Margaret  H  Clark 

Midway  BC.  Aduh 


Tom  k  Betty*  Coward 


Betts 

Carl  fc  Eunice) 
Woolen  \ 
Aduh  Men  s  SSC, 
Springfield  BC 
Maty  E.  Stuart 
Mr  John  Curler 

Jerry  fc  Rose  Ann 
Irey 

Barbara  Easterling 
Martha  Johnson  Cushman 

Carol  fc  Jim  Brents 
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Mr.  fc  Mrs.  Tommy  Allen 

Hr.  fc  Mm  Balfour 
Lipscomb 
Rev.  Billy  Brumfield 

Lucille  Hilderbrand 
SSC,  Immanuel  BC 
Joy  Carpenter 

Mary  Lou  Barlow 
Casey  Childress 

Res  k  Nell  Coward 
Pst  Cooerty 

Mr.  k  Mn  Henry  W. 
Darden  Jr. 

Mr.  fc  Mn  J.  J.  Dale 

Mr  k  Mn  Robert 
Parman 
Bridgette  1.  Davis 

Tom  Davis 

Dr.  k  Mn  John  Douglas 
Dr.  k  Mrs.  Jay 
Douglas 

Mr.  fc  Mn  Howard  Duet 
Douglas  Allen 
Mn  Dorothy  Gilbert 

Mr.  k  Mn.  Balfour 


Mn  Mary  Hodges 

Jaeaaatam  *C 

^ Pat  Hubbard 

Mammie  Lockhart 
SSC.  FBC  Magee 
Betty  Kelly 

Upper  Room  SSC, 
Neshoba  BC 

Mr.  fc  Mn  David  W.  Lacy 
Stephan  fc  Angela 
Harris 
Mra.  Jackie  Lee 

Ms.  Janice  Thames 
Ms.  Shannon  Lee 

Mn  Janice  Thames 
Rev.  Greg  Mangum 

Lucille  Hilderbrand 
SSC 

Libby  Matthews 

Mary  Lou  Barlow 
Mn  Theresa  McDaniel 

Ms.  Janice  Thames 
Mn  Charlotte  McDonnell 
Joy  k  Tommy  McMahan 

Mr  k  Mn  Victor 
McMahan 
Linda  Milner 

Mary  Lou  Barlow 
Mn  Jo  Willie  McNeil 

Mr.  k  Mn  Balfour 


Mr.  k  Mrs.  E.  J.  Grisham 
Lydia  SSC.  FBC 

nintnft 

Fred  Hall 

Mr.  fc  Mn  R.  N. 
Humphrey* 

Mn  Sue  Hall 

Mr.  k  Mr*.  Dewey  C. 
Sanford 

flay  k  Frankie  Heard 

Janet  E.  Aldridge 
Mr.  k  Mn  W.  S.  Heaton 

Mr  fc  Mr*  Hank  F 
Peebles 
.  Joel  J.  Henderson 

Cindy  Massey 


Dr.  fc  Mn  Jim  Nunnele* 

Mr.  ft  Mn  Dewey  C. 

Sanford  1 
Brownie  Pedra 

Billie  White 

Mr.  fc  Mn  Vernon  Polk 

Mr.  fc  Mn  Dewey  C. 
Sanford 

Adrian  Strickand  Family 
Warren  fc  Becky 
Strickland 

Barry  Strickland  Family 

Warren  fc  Becky 
Strickland 

Gray  Strickland  Family 

Warren  fc  Becky 
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/alue  All  Human  Life*  Genesis  1:26-27;  Exodus  1:15-17;  Psalm  139:  19-16 • 

Mark  10:13-16 


1  think  it  is  very  appropriate  for  us 
to  deviate  from  our  study  of  Amos  to 
give  emphasis  to  the  “Sanctity  of  Hu¬ 
man  Life."  Today  has  been  set  aside  by 
many  churches  as  a  special  day  to  be 
advocates  for  the  unborn  and  to  the 
value  of  all  human  life.  Our  desire  as 
Christians  is  to  permeate  our  culture 

«ai*h  u.'ki:..:  a _ »• _ _ 


passages  chosen  for  our  study  lead  us 
to  an  understanding  of  the  reaso-is  we 
are  to  value  human  life  as  a  gift  from 
God. 

Affirm  Life’s  Value 

(Genesis  it  16-27) 

One  of  the  strongest  arguments  for 
the  value  of  human  life  comes  from 
Genesis  l:  26-27.  The  Creator  of  the 
universe  formed  man  in  His  own  im¬ 
age.  Being  created  in  the  image  of  God 
should  be  considered  an  honor.  Be¬ 
cause  of  this,  life  should  not  be  akin 
for  granted  or  dealt  with  in  a  flippant 
manner.  The  world  in  which  we  live 
has  fostered  an  environment  in  which 
life  has  little  or  no  value.  People  are 
murdered  every  day  for  pocket  change 
,n<*>  a>  we  are  far  too  familiar  with,  in¬ 
nocent  children  are  gunned  down  for 
revenge  or  out  of  anger.  Because  we 


Explore  the  0 

with  Huey  Dedmtm 


SJhit  °CM  Bf”0"  Remember  on,  when  Pharaoh's  own  son  dies  dur- 

.-A- (SS« & 

Respect  and  Pmtwi  i  u.  ®Pr  world  needs  some  “mid-wives’ 

Ufe  who  will  seek  ways  to  lead  our  world 

*»  17)  to  value  and  respect  all  of  human  life. 

Exodus  We  wiI1  boldly  demonstrate  our  de- 

l  focuses  _  votion  to 

on  setting  -  wmhw  ,  God  when 

the  stage  we  s,and 

for  God's  ’*  »  ^  up  and 

5"SH5  OBf  Explore  the  8iNg  ■St.Z 

.hrcs  '  fu-  Huey  (on, 

turedeliv-  cheapen 

erer.  Yet  a"d  de‘ 

from  this  »  *  r  °y 

passage  thoae  who 

gasses?, :r*~ 

instructions  to  them  were  to  kill  every  39  3  ; 

male  child  that  was  born  to  an  Israelite  The  attitude  or  lack  of  value  of  hu- 

ntfuMd  Thevha^SLfnZriwv4, “5“  Ufe  w*  experience  in  our  world 
retused.  They  had  been  Uught  to  value  today  comes  from  a  lack  of  under- 

^hmmsn  Bfe,  especially  the  innocent,  standing  and  belief  in  the  existence  of 

j®  ptlans  to  practice  God  Himself.  Because  of  that  disbelief 

^nnfK>nt^Lkl the,r  c?ptlv'f2  •v  or  lack  °f  understanding,  many  do  not 

vou^Ae;.neWborn  male8i.  When  ■“  that  ''fe  has  purple  and  mean- 
you  realize  this,  you  can  see  the  con-  mg  David,  in  Psalm  130,  celebrates 
nection  between  this  event  and  later  the  mystery  of  how  life  is  formed  and 


brought  into  the  world.  He  states  his 
limited  understanding  of  life  itself,  yet 
he  chooses  to  praise  God  for  its  won¬ 
der.  David  was  in  awe  of  how  God  had 
knit  him  together  in  his  mother’s 
Even  before  he  had  any  form, 
God  knew  him  and  had  a  plan  for  hi'/ 
bfc  Part  of  the  mystery  and  wond.-r 
of  life  is  in  how  life  is  formed,  but  the 
°fher  part  lies  in  the  discovery  of  the 
plan  God  has  for  us. 

Follow  Jesus’  Example 

(Mark  10: 13-16) 

This  classic  example  from  the  life  of 
Chnst  is  a  simple  one  to  understand. 
Little  children  had  come  to  see  Jesus 
and  the  disciples  saw  them  as  a  nui¬ 
sance,  or  they  could  have  been  trying 
to  protect  Jesus.  Jesus  quickly  cor¬ 
rected  their  thinking  and  taught  them 
a  profound  lesson  on  the  makeup  of 
the  Kingdom  of  God.  Being  like  a  child 
has  been  defined  in  many  ways,  but 
most  likely  it  means  we  come  to  God 
just  as  we  are.  A  child  has  no  mone¬ 
tary  gifts,  no  developed  talent,  and  no 
desire  to  impress  Jesus.  Jesus  valued 
them  and  values  us  so  much  that  He 
will  give  each  of  us  time  in  His  pres¬ 
ence. 


Dedmon  is  Associate  Pastor  for 
Education/Outreach  at  Brandon 
Church,  Brandon. 


Obadiah:  A  Message  of  God's  Justice  •  Obadiah  1-21 


Practically  incognito,  Obadiah  steps 
?®|J>ifhe  woodwork,  announces  his 
5ne>  (but  scathing)  message  against 
esau/Edom  and  then  disappears  into 
“In  “r.  Obadiah  is  the  shortest  book 
in  the  Old  Testament.  The  meaning 
•  n*to*  i*  our  only  clue  concern¬ 
ing  his  identity  and  ancestry.  Some¬ 
one  (probably  his  father)  was  inspired 
to  name  him  “worshipper  and  servant 
cii  ^bweb  ’  Obadiah  certainly  ful¬ 
filled  his  name.  First,  this  worship- 
per  of  Yahweh  received  a  barn  burn¬ 
ing  vision  from  their  intimate  time 
•pent  together.  Then,  this  servant  of 
5**WSh  stood  firmly  with  courage  to 
•hare  that  vision  with  the  intended 
listeners.  His  proclamation  to  them 
fwgs  true  for  us  this  very  day:  the 
w®™*  "pride”  and  “fall*  do  not  rhyme 
,  all>  but  they  march  together  in  per 
,ect  cadence.  I  have  entitled  his  mes- 
**(£• .  In  Deflation  of  Air-rogance.* 

.,  Thl*  prophetic  word  from  God 
through  Obadiah  was  a  stiff  rebuke 
•gainst  Esau/Edom,  the  people  dwell- 
ID?  in.  t"*  mountainous  country  lo- 
******  inthe  UN-promised  land  south¬ 
east  of  the  Dead  Sea.  Today,  this  area 
“  located  southeast  of  Israel  in  the 
country  of  Jordan.  The  famous  city  of 
fetra  (meaning  rock)  is  located  there. 
•Jany  have  called  Petra  the  silent  city 


of  Esau,  the  twin  brother  of  Jacob. 
With  the  help  of  their  mother,  Re- 
bekah,  Jacob  tricked  Esau  out  of  his 
birthright  and  his  blessing.  Esau  and 
Jacob  began  their  squabble  inside  the 
womb  of  their  mother.  Presently,  their 
struggle  continues  in  the  lives  of  their 
descendants  in  the  Middle  East  and 
around  the  world.  The  last  known  act 
these  twin  boys  agreed  upon  was  to  at¬ 
tend  the  funeral  of  their  father,  Isaac. 

Approximately  1400BC,  Esau/ 
Edom  said  to  Moses  and  the  wilder¬ 
ness  wan- 
derers, 

"No,  you 
can  t  pass 

through  n'Usfti.  J'  1 

ouuiil  jS^t  Studies  fo 

&av»  to^(jo  Becky  Bran 

counter 
are  found 

in  Numbers  20:14-21.  This  vision  of 


tr  of  Jacob,  transit  to  Babylon.  Afterward,  Esau/ 
nother,  Re-  Edom  helped  themselves  to  the  aban- 
u  out  of  his  doned  treasures  and  even  gloated  over 

t  Esau  and  their  misfortune.  This  vision  also  ap- 
inside  the  pears  to  be  looking  forward  to  the  day 
sently,  their  when  Esau/Edom  would  be  judged  for 
ives  of  their  their  participation  in  the  victory  and 
le  East  and  success  of  that  capture  of  Judah  by 
it  known  act  Babylon. 

>n  was  to  at-  Esau/Edom  thought  they  had  won 
ither,  Isaac,  the  day.  They  had  been  deceived  by 
1C,  Esau/  their  own  pride  and  arrogance,  liv- 
the  wilder-  tng  in  the  high  mountains  gave  them 

a  sense  of 
false  per¬ 
sonal  secu-  • 

Hrity  which 

mi°l  i'tary 
superior¬ 


ity.  They 
assumed 


nave  called  Petra  the  silent  city  I 
5?  ‘be  forgotten  past,  geological  proof  I 
H}*1  the  word  ofGod  is  always  ful-  1 
filled.  These  folks  were  descendants  t 
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in  Numbers  20:14-21.  This  vision  of 
Obadiah  seems  to  be  looking  backward 
to  the  fateful  day  in  5B6  BC  when  Ju¬ 
dah  (Son  of  Jacob,  Southern  Kingdom 
of  Israel)  was  taken  captive  by  Baby¬ 
lon.  They  stood  by  and  watched  while 
Babylon  marched  into  Jerusalem  and 
hauled  away  a  whole  nation  of  their 
brethren.  They  even  held  their  broth¬ 
ers  as  prisoners  while  they  were  in 


they  were 

...  ,  in  the  cat¬ 

bird  seat,  certain  victors  over  any  ap¬ 
proaching  enemy.  Obadiah's  vision 
announced  their  coming  defeat.  Sin, 
lie,  pride.. .these  words  nave  one  thing 
in  common...  “1“  is  in  the  middle  of 
them!  There  can  be  only  One  *1“  Am. 
Their  pride  and  arrogance  was  high, 
wide  and  consecutively  heart  deep. 
They  would  not  live  happily  ever  after 
with  that  haughty  spirit.  God  would 


see  to  it.  He  had  a  plan  for  His  people. 

Obadiah's  vision  concludes  with 
three  final  scenes.  The  house  of  Jacob 
will  possess  their  possessions.  The 
house  of  Jacob  will  be  as  a  fire.  The 
house  of  Jacob  will  ascend  Mt.  Zion 
in  Jerusalem,  for  the  kingdom  will  be¬ 
long  to  the  Lord.  God  knows  the  plans 
He  has  for  His  people. 

This  lesson  bears  a  modern  day 
message  for  us.  Each  year  in  January, 
our  convention  recognizes  the  im¬ 
portance  of  the  sanctity  of  life.  From 
conception  to  natural  death,  life  is 
precious  and  should  be  protected.  In 
2013,  we  mark  the  40th  anniversary 
of  the  Supreme  Court  decision  in  the 
case  of  Roe  versus  Wade.  Since  1973, 
abortion  has  been  legal  in  America. 
Three  thousand  (3000)  babies  PER 
DAY  have  lost  their  lives  inside  the 
womb  through  the  choice  of  their  own 
mothers.  Presently,  the  total  num¬ 
ber  of  abortions  exceeds  50  million. 
Our  nation  has  chosen  to  usurp  the 
authority  of  God  over  life  and  death. 
Such  a  decision  is  not  ours  to  make. 
God  did  not  ignore  the  arrogant  acts 
of  Esau/Edom.  Neither  will  He  ignore 
this  blatant  arrogance  of  our  nation. 
God  will  vindicate  those  who  are  His 
own.  God  has  always  been  pro-life. 

Brown  is  the  staff  evangelist  at 
First  Church,  Richland. 
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Trend  dismissing  homosexuality  as  sin  moving  upward 


Louie  Girflio  on  Jan.  10  withdrew  from  giving  the 
benediction  at  President  Obama’s  upcoming  inaugu¬ 
ration  in  the  face  of  criticism  over  a  15-year-old  ser¬ 
mon  referencing  homosexuality  as  a  sin. 

Stetzer  noted  the  connection,  saying,  "The  culture 
is  clearly  shifting  on  homosexuality  and  this  creates 
a  whole  new  issue:  How  will  America  deal  with  a  mi¬ 
nority  view,  strongly  held  by  evangelical*.  Catholics, 


States  was  sat 
age,  ethnicity, 


son:  Speaking  truth  can  be  dangerous  in  America 

aho  called  attention  to  the  true  nature  of  that  the  Bible  also  classifies  as  sinful.  Hein-  he  had  "backward  views  on  L.G.B.T.  peo- 

it  sin  is  opting  for  a  behavior  that  pie."  In  The  Washington  Poet,  columnist 
n  God's  best  AU  people  do  that,  Jonathan  Capehart  called  Giclio's  state- 
id  are  in  need  of  God's  grace.  ments  "antigay"  and  "bigoted, 

even  said  God’s  view  of  homo-  If  you  take  a  public  stand  against  the 
s  different  from  his  view  of  ho-  effort  to  mainstream  homosexuality,  you 
people.  ‘God  is  opposed  to  all  win  be  subject  to  attack.  I  know,  because 
in,”  he  aid.  'Every  homosexual  in  my  columns  I  dare  to  oppose  the  idea 
1  who  matters  greatly  to  God  and  that  homosexuality  is  natural,  normal,  and 
owes  intensely.  healthy.  I  have  been  on  the  receiving  end 

pcaQy,  Gigbo  wa  on  target  and  of  numerous  letters  and  e-mails  filled  with 
efcrt  job  of  articulating  the  truth,  vile  threats. 

i  Gigho's  sermon  that  seemed  ea-  I  was  once  even  told  to  my  face  by  an  ac- 

ntating  to  homosexual  activists  tivist,  *We  win  shut  you  [meaning  conser- 
he  described  the  modem  homo-  vative  Christians]  up!* 
vement  and  its  sociological  goals.  The  only  place  1  miritt  take  isme  with 

s  got  to  be  able  to  respond  lov-  Gigbo  is  he  seemed  a  bit  apologetic  and 
rmly  to  this  aggressive  dement  in  said  that  addressing  homosexuality  has  not 
sexual  community,’  Gigbo  said,  been  in  his  "range  of  priorities  in  the  pari 
_ „ _ _  _ easyyou'vegottobe  wiffingtobe  fifteen  years.* 

church  to  respond  to  this  issue  with  truth  called  an  intolerant  bigot  or  a  homophobe  Pastor,  you  do  not  need  to  exproj  one 

in  our  society,  because  you  wflL"  shred  of  regret  You  were  right  on  all  counts. 

Is  Id  season  He  added,  *1  daresay  as  a  result  of 

compassion,  sharing  this  talk  1  will.  That  proved  to  Boggs  is  a  weekly  columnist  for  Baptist 

stians  should  be  prophetic  Not  only  was  he  apparently  Press,  director  of  the  Louisiana  Baptist 
sexual  move-  asked  to  relinquish  his  spot  on  the  inau-  Convention's  office  af  public  qffairs,  and 
ensitivity.  rural  program,  but  he  has  been  vilified,  editor  of  the  Baptist  Message,  news  jour- 
xnexuahty  as  Writing  on  Amerieahlog,  John  Aravosis  nal  of  the  Louisiana  BaptM  Convention. 
sought  to  in-  called  Gigbo  *an  antigay  bigot.*  Wayne  He  am  he  contacted  at  editor@baptist- 
many  others  Beaen,  founder  of  Truth  Wins  Out,  said  messagexom. 


At  the  outset  of 
part  of  a  series  of 


Think  Progress,  a  blog  that  identifies  it¬ 
self  as  liberal  and  associated  with  the  Cen¬ 
ter  for  American  Progress  Action  Fund, 
reported  Jan.  9  on  Gtglio’s  sermon  ana 
described  the  address  as  “vehement)-,  anti 
gay*  and  full  of “rabidly  anti-LGBT  views." 

.  In  the  eyes  of  homosexual  activist 
groups  and  apparently  the  White  House. 

Giglio's  transgressions  were  that  he  dared 
not  only  to  articulate  the  biblical  truth  that 
homosexuality  is  categorized  as  sin,  but  he  dude 


